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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Bracho 
et al. (US 5,974,417). 

Regarding claims 1, 7 and 13, Bracho teaches a communication system comprising a 
plurality of modules (Fig. 1), a method implemented by a communication coordinator on 
a particular module, an apparatus residing on a particular module and computer 
readable medium (col. 4, lines 32-35) for selectively delivering a broadcast message 
(col. 4, lines 50-57), comprising: receiving a broadcast message, said broadcast 
message being broadcasted by one of said plurality of modules to said plurality of 
modules including said particular module (col. 5, lines 5-24); determining whether there 
are any recipient components local to said particular module that should receive said 
broadcast message (col. 5, lines 20-24; col. 8, lines 22-30); and in response to a 
determination that there is one or more recipient components for said broadcast 
message, delivering said broadcast message to said one or more recipient components 
(col. 5, lines 20-24; col. 8, lines 22-30). 
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Regarding claims 2, 8 and 14, Branch teaches foregoing delivery of said message in 
response to a determination that there are no recipient components for said broadcast 
message, (col. 5, lines 21-24; col. 11, lines 1-5). 

Regarding claims 3, 9 and 15, Bracho teaches a method, apparatus and computer 
readable medium wherein said broadcast message is a publication message (col. 4, 
lines 56-57), and wherein determining whether there are any recipient components 
comprises: determining whether any components local to said particular module have 
subscribed to receive said publication message (col. 5, lines 21-24). 
Regarding claims 4, 10 and 16, Bracho teaches a method, apparatus and computer 
readable medium wherein said broadcast message is a publication message that has 
been published to a particular namespace (col. 5, lines 5-17, 63-67; col. 6, lines 1-23), 
and wherein determining whether there are any recipient components comprises: 
determining whether any components local to said particular module have subscribed to 
receive messages published to said particular namespace (col. 5, lines 21-24). 
Regarding claims 5, 11 and 17, Bracho teaches a method, apparatus and computer 
readable medium wherein said particular module comprises a subscribers table 
comprising one or more entries, each entry comprising a namespace specification and a 
reference to a subscribing component (Fig. 7, col. 10, lines 35-64), and wherein 
determining whether any components local to said particular module have subscribed to 
receive messages published to said namespace comprises: searching said subscribers 
table for an entry having a namespace specification that matches said particular 
namespace (col. 10, lines 65-67; col. 11, lines 1-25). 
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Regarding claims 6, 12 and 18, Bracho teaches a method, apparatus and computer 
readable medium wherein searching said subscribers table comprises: selecting a 
particular entry; determining whether the namespace specification in said particular 
entry comprises a namespace expression having one or more wildcards (col. 8, lines 
22-30; col. 9, lines 5-25); and in response to a determination that the namespace 
specification in said particular entry comprises a namespace expression having one or 
more wildcards, performing a pattern matching operation to determine whether said 
namespace expression matches said particular namespace (col. 11, lines 1-26). 
Regarding claims 19, Bracho teaches a communication system comprising a plurality 
of modules (Fig. 1), a method for selectively delivering a broadcast message (col. 4, 
lines 50-57), comprising: broadcasting, by a first module in said communication system, 
a broadcast message to a plurality of other modules in said communication system (col. 
4, lines 50-57); receiving, by each of said other modules, said broadcast message (col. 
4, lines 64-67; col. 5, lines 1-24); and processing, by each of said other modules, said 
broadcast message by: determining whether there are any local components that 
should receive said broadcast message (col. 5, lines 20-24; col. 8, lines 22-30); and in 
response to a determination that there is one or more local components that should 
receive said broadcast message, delivering said broadcast message to said one or 
more local components (col. 5, lines 20-24; col. 8, lines 22-30). 
Regarding claims 20, Bracho teaches the same limitations described above in the 
rejection of claim 2. 
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Regarding claims 21, Bracho teaches the same limitations described above in the 
rejection of claim 3. 

Regarding claims 22, Bracho teaches the same limitations described above in the 
rejection of claim 4. 

Regarding claims 23, Bracho teaches the same limitations described above in the 
rejection of claim 5. 

Regarding claims 24, Bracho teaches the same limitations described above in the 
rejection of claim 6. 

Regarding claims 25, Bracho teaches a communication system, comprising: a first 
module; and a plurality of other modules (Fig. 1); wherein said first module broadcasts a 
broadcast message to said plurality of other modules (col. 4, lines 50-57); wherein each 
of said plurality of other modules receives said broadcast message (col. 4, lines 64-67; 
col. 5, lines 1-24); and wherein each of said other modules processes said broadcast 
message by: determining whether there are any local components that should receive 
said broadcast message (col. 5, lines 20-24; col. 8, lines 22-30); and in response to a 
determination that there is one or more local components that should receive said 
broadcast message, delivering said broadcast message to said one or more local 
components (col. 5, lines 20-24; col. 8, lines 22-30). 

Regarding claims 26, Bracho teaches the same limitations described above in the 
rejection of claim 2. 

Regarding claims 27, Bracho teaches the same limitations described above in the 
rejection of claim 3. 
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Regarding claims 28, Bracho teaches the same limitations described above in the 
rejection of claim 4. 

Regarding claims 29, Bracho teaches the same limitations described above in the 
rejection of claim 5. 

Regarding claims 30, Bracho teaches the same limitations described above in the 
rejection of claim 6. 

Conclusion 

1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Todd et al. (US 6,643,682) discloses a publish/subscribe data processing with 
subscription points for customized message processing. 

*Bhatt et al. (US 6,405,191) discloses a content bases publish-and-subscribe 
system integrated in a relational database system. 

*Bolam et al. (US 6,334,151) discloses a publish and subscribe data processing 
apparatus, method and computer program product with declaration of a unique 
publisher broker. 

*Kampe et al. (US 2002/0016867) discloses a cluster event service method and 
system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rhonda Murphy whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3185. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:00 - 4:30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chi Pham can be reached on (571) 272-3179. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Rhonda Murphy 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2667 
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